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Of earlier date is the Imperial Shipping Committee, Chapter
which was established in 1920 under a resolution of the XXL
Imperial War Conference of 1918. Under the resolution
of the Conference of 1930 its functions are, (1) to en-
quire into complaints as to ocean freights, facilities, and
conditions in the inter-imperial trade or questions of a
similar nature referred to them by any of the nominat-
ing authorities, and to report their conclusions to the
Governments concerned, and (2) to survey the facilities
for maritime transport on routes necessary for inter-
imperial trade, and to make recommendations to the
appropriate authorities as regards facilities, type of
ships, depth of water in docks and channels, and har-
bour construction, with due regard to the possibility
of air routes. The constitution of the Committee is of
fifteen members, nine nominated by the Governments
concerned, five representing shipping and commerce,
and one civil aviation, with an independent chairman.
It has reported on many important issues.
As regards telegraphic communications, the Imperial
Wireless and Cable Conference of 1928 recommended
the setting up of a Committee, which was duly con-
stituted in 1929 as the Imperial Communications Ad-
visory Committee. It consists of eight members, repre-
senting the United Kingdom, the five great Dominions,
India, and the colonies and protectorates. It is charged
with certain responsibilities affecting the work of the
Imperial and International Communications, Ltd., the
public utilities company set up by advice of the Con-
ference to co-ordinate inter-imperial telegraphic ser-
vices. The Committee deals in special with questions
of principle, such as the institution of new services,
the discontinuance of old services, alterations of rates,